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На выполнение олимпиадных заданий отводится 150 минут. Вам предлагается 

выполнить четыре категории заданий.  

При выполнении заданий внимательно читайте инструкцию к каждому заданию. 

 

Максимальное количество баллов за ответы:  

- Часть 1. (Reading) – 30 баллов;  

- Часть 2. (Writing) – 30 баллов; 

- Часть 3. (Grammar) – 20 баллов;  

- Часть 4. (Cultural study) – 20 баллов.  

 

Part 1. Reading 

 

You are an editor of a magazine. You have come across an interesting article but some 

parts of the article have been mixed up. Use the headline and the initial paragraph of the 

article and put the parts to the title and in the right order so that you should receive the 

original article.  

 

Tasks 001-005. (10 баллов, по 2 балла за каждый правильно расположенный абзац текста) 

 

Article.                      

 

WHY YOU CAN'T SPOT A LIAR ONLY BY LOOKING 

Police thought that 17-year-old Marty Tankleff seemed too calm after finding his mother 

stabbed to death and his father mortally wounded in the family home. Authorities didn’t believe 

his claims of innocence, and he spent 17 years in prison for the murders. Yet in another case, 

detectives thought that 16-year-old Jeffrey Deskovic seemed too eager to help detectives after 

his high school classmate was found murdered. He, too, was judged to be lying and served 

nearly 16 years for the crime. One man was not upset enough. The other was too upset. How can 

such opposite feelings both be telltale clues of hidden guilt? In both cases the sentence was 

based on their behavior. There is widespread misconception that you can spot a liar by the way 

they act. Across cultures, people believe that behaviors such as averted gaze, changing posture 

are telltale clues that betray deceivers. 

A) In this study Mann examined nonverbal behaviour of a person trying to conceal illegal 

activity — a type of deception relevant to detecting bombers or smugglers. She recruited 52 

https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/casedetail.aspx?caseid=3675
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/casedetail.aspx?caseid=3171
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022022105282295
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/acp.3622?af=R
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university student volunteers and asked half of them to transport a laptop said to contain secret 

data on a ferry ride between two cities. The volunteers were told to try to blend into the crowd 

and not look “suspicious,” because people would be trying to identify them. The other half of the 

group were given a regular cell phone to transport, with no instructions to conceal what they 

were doing. When Mann showed videos of the ferry rides to 104 other volunteers and asked 

them to pick out the “smugglers,” the spotters did no better than chance. In interviews 

afterward, the “smugglers” said they were nervous, but they consciously tried to act normal and 

control their nerves with tactics such as listening to music or using their phones. 

B) Today, psychologists investigating deception are more likely to focus on verbal clues, 

and particularly on ways to magnify the differences between what liars and truth-tellers say. For 

example, interviewers can strategically question the suspects longer, allowing them to speak 

more freely, which can lead liars into contradictions. In one experiment, using this technique 41 

police trainees correctly identified liars about 85 percent of the time, as compared to 55 percent 

for another 41 recruits who had not yet received the training in this technique. It demonstrates 

significant improvement in accuracy rates. Another interviewing technique taps spatial memory 

by asking suspects and witnesses to sketch a scene related to a crime or alibi. Because this 

enhances recall, truth-tellers may report more detail. Experiments have demonstrated that people 

who are telling the truth happen to give 76 percent more detail about experiences at the location 

during a sketching interview than those asked to hide the information. With the view to spotting 

a liar these practices – long questioning and a sketching interview - are already used by UK 

police. However, the change is very slow and policemen and agents still receive a behavioral 

checklist, which instructs to look for a supposed liar paying attention to averted gaze, prolonged 

stare, rapid blinking, complaining, whistling, exaggerated yawning, covering the mouth while 

speaking and excessive fidgeting on the chair. All have been thoroughly criticized by 

researchers. 

C) Samantha Mann, a psychologist at the University of Portsmouth, UK, thought that 

such police criticism had a point. To delve into the issue, she and colleague Aldert Vrij first went 

through hours of videotaped police interviews of a convicted serial killer and picked out three 

known truths and three known lies. Then Mann asked 65 English police officers to view the six 

statements and judge which were true, and which false. Since the interviews were in Dutch, the 

officers judged entirely on the basis of nonverbal clues. The officers were right 64 percent of the 

time — better than chance, but still not very accurate.  And the officers who did worst were 

those who said they relied on nonverbal stereotypes like “liars look away” or “liars don't sit 

still.” In fact, the killer maintained eye contact and did not fidget while deceiving. “This guy was 

clearly very nervous, no doubt,” Mann says, but he controlled his behavior to strategically 

counter the stereotypes. In a later study, also by Mann and Vrij, 52 Dutch police officers did no 

better than chance at distinguishing true and false statements given by family 

members who’d murdered their relatives but denied it in anguished displays during televised 

press conferences used in the study. Notably, officers who performed the worst were those who 

felt that the emotional displays were sincere. It only shows that nonverbal behavior can be 

interpreted in different ways. If you focus on the nonverbal behavior like emotions, you are 

likely to make a mistake. This was proved in Mann's recent experiment in 2019. 

D) In fact, it is wrong. Researchers have found little evidence to support this belief 

despite decades of searching. Psychologists have conducted a number of experiments which 

prove how hard it is to spot a liar only by looking. In 2003, psychologist Bella DePaulo and her 

colleagues gathered 116 experiments in scientific literature that compared people’s behavior 

when lying and when telling the truth. The studies assessed 102 possible nonverbal clues, 

including averted gaze, blinking, talking louder, shrugging, shifting posture and movements of 

the head, hands, arms or legs. None proved reliable indicators of a liar. Three years later, she and 

psychologist Charles Bond of Texas Christian University reviewed 206 studies involving 24,483 

observers judging the truthfulness of communications by volunteer individuals. Neither law 

enforcement experts nor student volunteers were able to pick true from false statements better 

than 54 percent of the time — just slightly above chance. In individual experiments, accuracy 

ranged from 31 to 73 percent. The results looked convincing. Police experts, however, have 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10979-006-9053-9
https://www.port.ac.uk/about-us/structure-and-governance/our-people/our-staff/sam-mann
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2001-14545-006
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10683160108401791
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10683160108401791
https://smg.media.mit.edu/library/DePauloEtAl.Cues%20to%20Deception.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1207/s15327957pspr1003_2
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frequently disagreed with the conclusions claiming that the experiments weren’t realistic 

enough. After all, they say, volunteers — mostly students — instructed to lie or tell the truth in 

psychology labs do not face the same consequences as criminal suspects in the interrogation 

room or on the witness stand. “The ‘guilty’ people had nothing at stake, it wasn't real 

motivation” says Joseph Buckley, criticising lab research.  

E) Next, Mann sent more volunteers on a ferry ride - 60, half of the group of “smugglers” 

had an envelope with foreign money to hide, the other half didn't carry anything illegal. Two 

researchers were sent onto the ferry too and scrutinize the passengers, appearing to compare their 

faces to photos on a mobile phone. This time the “smugglers” on video were guessed correctly 

only 39.2 percent of the time — well below chance – because they made a great effort to look 

normal, while the “innocent” control volunteers were naturally surprise and confused by the 

unexpected attention, which was regarded as a sign of guilt. The finding that deceivers can 

successfully hide nervousness fills in a missing piece in deception research. There is great 

difference between people’s internal emotions with what others notice: liars do feel more 

nervous, but that’s an internal feeling and is not observed by others. Studies like these have led 

researchers to largely abandon the hunt for nonverbal clues to deception. But are there other 

ways to spot a liar?  It seems there are.  

Tasks 006-015. (10 баллов, по 1 баллу за каждый правильный ответ) 

Reread the text. Choose the meaning the words and phrases in bold have in the text.  

 

006. What does the word “telltale” mean? 

A. far-fetched 

B. imaginary 

C. meaningful 

D. fictional 

 

007. What does the word “spot” mean? 

A. catch 

B. detect 

C. stop 

D. charge 

 

008. What does the word “gaze” mean? 

A. look 

B. sight 

C. view 

D. glimpse 

 

009. What does the phrase “pick out” mean? 

A. count out 

B. observe 

C. find out 

D. identify 

 

010. What does the word “exaggerated” mean? 

A. overplayed 

B. excessive 

C. extensive 

D. overrated 

 

011. What does the word “delve” mean? 

A. cut  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1207/s15327957pspr1003_2
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B. dig  

C. invest 

D. break 

 

012. What does the word “accurate” mean? 

A. tested 

B. tidy 

C. correct 

D. rewarding 

 

013. What does the word “fidget” mean? 

A. blink 

B. shrug 

C. whisper  

D. move 

 

014. What does the phrase “above chance” mean? 

A. over 50% 

B. more than expected 

C. random 

D. average 

 

015. What does the word “abandon” mean? 

A. develop 

B. decrease 

C. stop 

D. extend 

 

Tasks 016-025. (10 баллов, по 1 баллу за каждый правильный ответ) 

 

Here some facts from the article “Why You Can't Spot a Liar Only by Looking”. However, 

some sentences contain factual errors. Decide which of the sentences contain an error if 

any. Some sentences do not have factual errors at all. If there are no errors in the sentence, 

choose “0”. If there is an error, choose “1”. 

 

016. 16-year-old Jeffrey Deskovic seemеd not upset enough after his school classmate was found 

murdered. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

017. Mann sent 60 volunteers on a ferry ride with an envelope with foreign money to hide.  

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

018. Psychologists have conducted a number of experiments which prove how hard it is to spot a 

liar only by looking. 

A. 0                   

B. 1       
 

019. All the six statements, which 65 English police officers had to view and judge, were false. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

020. The “smugglers” on video were guessed correctly well below chance because they made a 

great effort to look normal. 

A. 0                   
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B. 1       
 

021. Out of 102 possible non-verbal clues: shifting posture, movements of the head, hands, arms 

or legs, only averted gaze proved to be reliable indicator of a liar. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

022. Nowadays psychologists investigating deception still tend to focus on body language rather 

than on verbal clues. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

023. The reason why the “smugglers” on the ferry were difficult to detect was because they were 

not nervous. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   
 

024. In order to spot a liar, it is more reasonable to focus on verbal clues.     

A. 0                   

B. 1       
 

025. The officers who were the best at spotting deception were those who said they relied on 

non-verbal stereotypes like “liars look away” or “liars don’t sit still”. 

A. 0                  

B. 1   

 

Part 2. Writing 

 

Tasks 026-030. (10 баллов, по 2 балла за каждый правильный ответ) 

 

You have read the article “Why You Can't Spot a Liar”. Put these events in the correct 

chronological order.  

 

A) In response to this criticism Samanta Mann and Aldert Vrij carried out a telling 

experiment: English police officers saw real, not lab interviews with Dutch convicts and judged 

which statements were true, which were false. The result of the judgment based entirely on 

nonverbal clues was a little over 60%. The officers who relied on nonverbal stereotypes did the 

worst, proving behavioral clues misleading. Another experiment of Samanta Mann demonstrated 

that basing the judgment on emotions that suspects demonstrate is likely to lead to mistakes. 

Mann went on to study the behavior of those trying to conceal illegal activity. 

B) In order to get these verbal clues it is recommended to question suspects longer as it 

may lead liars into contradictions. Another technique is a sketching interview, during which truth 

tellers tend to give more detail, whereas liars do not. Unfortunately, such new practices are not 

used widely and police officers still base their judgment on nonverbal clues handed out to them 

in a form of behavioral checklist. 

C) Thus, in 2019 she divided volunteers into two groups: “smugglers”, who believed they 

had a laptop with something illegal, and those who had no instructions to conceal anything. The 

“criminals” were picked only 50% of the time. It is interesting to note that in the next experiment 

of Samanta Mann “the smugglers” knew they were under suspicion and made even greater effort 

to look normal. The “criminals” thoroughly controlled their nonverbal behavior and were 

guessed correctly only 39,2% of the time. The conclusion was made that nonverbal behavior 

cannot help in detecting deception and it would be better to focus on verbal clues. 

D) It is a worrying fact that unfair sentences may be a result of misinterpretation of 

nonverbal behavior of the suspects.  Representatives of legal professions and ordinary people are 

convinced that a liar can be spotted by the way he acts. However, it is wrong. A number of 

experiments have proven that it is hardly possible to identify a liar by looking. 
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E) One of the first experiments of this kind conducted by Bella DePaolo and her 

colleagues did not find nonverbal clues reliable in identifying deception. Three years later Bella 

DePaolo expanded her lab experiment and had two groups of observers: students and police 

experts. They were to pick true statements from false. Neither group did better than 54% of the 

time. Police experts believed that the experiment failed because it was not realistic and “guilty” 

volunteers were just following the instructions. Policemen were highly critical of lab 

experiments on the whole. 

 

Task 031. (Максимальное количество баллов – 20 баллов) 

 

Write a commentary on the given information from the article “Why You Can't Spot a 

Liar”. Your commentary is to be between 150-180 words. You are not allowed to cite from 

the original text pieces longer than 4 words running. Your text should contain various 

points of view including your own.  

 

To fulfil the task successfully you are:  
- to briefly convey the content of the article;  

- to mention various/possible views of the issue;  

- to divide your text into logically connected paragraphs. 

 

Part 3. Use of English 

 

Tasks 032-041. (20 баллов, по 2 балла за правильный ответ) 

 

Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using 

the word given. DO NOT CHANGE the word given. DO NOT USE SHORT FORMS. The 

number of words you should write is specified in each sentence.  

 

032. The total sales for this video are already over a million.  

sold 
The video _____________________ copies already. (4 words) 
 

033. A knock at the door interrupted Ben’s story.  

story 

Ben _____________________ when there was a knock at the door. (4 words) 
 

034. There is no animal as beautiful as a horse.  

most 

Horses ______________________________ of all. (5 words) 
 

035. The medical profession is a difficult one.  

doctor 

Being _____________________ easy. (4 words) 
 

036. I didn’t enjoy the performance and I didn’t like the theatre.  

neither 

I liked _____________________ the theatre. (4 words) 
 

037. They haven’t finished building the bridge yet.  

completed 

The ____________________________________ yet. (5 words) 
 

038. The sound of birds singing in the trees makes me feel good.  

hear 

I feel good _____________________________ in the trees. (5 words) 
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039. The time of departure for your flight to London is six o’clock.  

takes 

The plane to Rio _____________________ six o’clock. (3 words) 

 

040. Don’t break this vase because you will have to pay for it.  

will 

If you _________________________________ have to pay for it. (5 words) 

 

041. This computer is too expensive for us to buy at the moment.  

afford 

We ______________________________ this computer at the moment. (4 words) 

 

 

Part 4. Cultural Study 

 

 

Tasks 042-051.  (20 баллов, по 2 балла за каждый правильный ответ) 

 

Now show how well you know the history of English-speaking countries. Read the article. 

There are 10 gaps in it. Choose the correct option for each one 
 

VICTORY OVER SPAIN 

The defeat of the Armada was the largest and the most important engagement of the undeclared 

Anglo-Spanish War, which started in (042. ______________). When Elizabeth I succeeded her 

half-sister (043. ______________) England swung to (044. _____________). The faith of 

Elizabeth’s sister had led her to a close relation with her cousin and husband  

(045. ____________) of Spain, whose aim was to extend his rule over England. Following his 

wife’s death, and after years of increasing hostility, the Spanish king decided to end Elizabeth’s 

reign through the power of the Spanish Armada, a mighty fleet of warships. English ships were 

(046. ______________), still England relied on the captains, who were brave and clever. Firstly, 

(047. _____________) made a surprise raid on the Spanish fleet at the coast of Spain, which set 

back the Spanish plans for a year. Then, a year later the English saw the Armada approaching 

and signaled its arrival, so their fleet was once more caught by surprise in the  

(048. ______________) and English superior artillery scattered the Armada in the stormy  

(049. ______________). There the Spanish fleet sailed up the east coast of England meaning to 

round the tip of (050. _____________) into the Atlantic, where much of their fleet was lost to 

shipwreck. Over 20000 Spanish sailors lost their lives while the English lost no ship and only  

(051. ______________) men. 

 

042. 

A. 1530 

B. 1498 

C. 1585  

D. 1603 

 

043. 

A. Queen Ann 

B. Mary Stuart 

C. Bloody Mary 

D. Queen Victoria 

 

044. 

A. Calvinism 




